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Unless forbidden or restricted by constitution or statute, the compensation of a judge may be increased or diminished 
during the term of office, but a power to increase compensation does not include a power to decrease it. 


The salaries paid to judges are not contractual rights, ! and unless forbidden or restricted by constitution or statute, the 
compensation of a judge may be increased or diminished during the continuance of the term of the judge's office.” Thus, the 
legislature may, in the absence of constitutional provision to the contrary, change the compensation of a judge? during the 
term of office. A constitutional provision prohibiting the legislature from decreasing the salaries of judges, by implication, 


authorizes increasing them.” 


The power to increase judicial compensation does not include a power to decrease in” and a constitutional provision or statute 
authorizing local authorities to pay additional compensation to resident judges does not include implied power to reduce such 


compensation, once the express power has been exercised.’ However, the rule is otherwise where the additional sums paid do 


not become salary within the meaning of the constitutional provision.® 
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